By Tom Bechman

Lots of ag equipment safety labels in multiple
languages is a sign of the times
It would be pretty hard to say you weren't warned about potential safety hazards while
operating many new ag machines
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The latest in the rotary mower product line from Bush Hog has a sleek, streamlined look with lots of open deck space. Company
officials say that's so you can clean it off easily after you've used it to cut down pastures or weeds. You could make a case that the
big, smooth service also gives the company plenty of space to put all kinds of warning labels and safety precaution stickers in a
multitude of languages.
You won't just find these on Bush Hog products. Check out big grain carts and a number of other pieces of farm machinery on the
market today. The industry has graduated from cartoons exaggerating safety hazards in a tractor operator's manual in the 1950s to
brightly-colored, hard-to-miss warning labels right on the machine itself.

More than pretty colors: The labels are brightly colored so they won't be missed. But they carry an important safety message for
anyone who would use the machine. This is Bush Hog's new 3808-8 foot cut, twin-spindle rotary cutter.
The multiple language angle might be because the product could be sold in other countries. But it's also useful if it's sold in the
U.S., then used by a worker of a different nationality.
Perhaps most of these are required to meet farm equipment industry specs, or the specs of company lawyers worried about liability
cases in the future. But they also have a real value. If you take time to let your eyes move to each one – at least each one that you
can understand – and read it, you will have all the safety information you need to prevent careless accidents while using the
machine.

	
  

